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It is difficult to speak of a masterpiece in the sense of an artistic climax when one is talking about the work of a master. Holger Czukay is a master, and every one of his works is a testament to that fact. Karlheinz Stockhausen’s student produces brilliant works; he has been bridging the gap between avant-garde and pop music in powerful and creative ways since 1969 and is considered one of the most internationally influential figures in musical innovation from Germany.

In 1979, shortly after Can had disbanded, Holger Czukay released Movies, his second solo album after Canaxis 5 (1969). It was the first in a long series of musical innovations that continues to this day. Movies – the title itself seems to suggest that it is the logical continuation of the affinity for film music that had accompanied Can as far back as the Soundtracks (1970) compilation. As it turns out, Movies actually marks a subtle break in Czukay’s creative work – although all the members of Can perform on the album, he is not merely expounding upon the band’s accomplishments. More freedom – off to new horizons! Czukay’s versatility, which drew much attention in the years that followed in the wake of his much celebrated collaborations with Jaki Liebezeit, Jah Wobble and The Edge (Full Circle, 1982; Snake Charmer, 1983), manifests itself in its purest form here and shows that this personable musician was the linchpin on some of the most groundbreaking albums of the late 20th century.

One can hear the joy with which Czukay sends each of the four light-hearted yet extremely complex pieces of music into the ether. Although the songs bear the signature he had already established by then, they have a freer, more detached feel. We hear an artist who studied at the best school but has now discovered his independence. The songs are now being released, reordered and in a new guise, on the Grönland Records with the title Movie!: “Cool in the Pool” – a song still fit for any modern club – is an enticing invitation into Czukay’s refreshing sonic world and appears as a bonus track (title: “Cool Pool”); Movie! also features the truly cinematic “Hollywood Symphony”, the dub-o-spheric “Persian Love” and the drifting, kraut-rocky, sample-laden “Oh Lord, Give Us More Money”. This is a refreshing release that illustrates Holder Czukay’s relevance to the history of music without frivolously historicizing him.

